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Hon. A, A. M. Coverley: What is wrong
with our gwn Aet?

Mr. LESLIE: I am very happy about
our own Aet. T would prefer it to this
measure. The position was explained far
more lucidly than T ean explain it by the
Minister for Housing. He said the desire
was to continue the present control for a
temporary period. It has been operating
smoothly throughout all the States and the
desire is to obtain uniformity. Modifica-
tions ran he made as they hecome necessary,
T can imagine the chaotic conditions which
might result from a sudden change-over.
This is really a transitional Bill. It is for
that reason that T am prepared to accept it.
Unless it is aceepted, I suggest therp will
be chaos, If Opposition members will looi
at it in that light, they cannol do other
than support it. We will then have an
opportunity to make necessary amendments
in order to bring about proper administra-
tion of priee control. T leave it at that.
but T do make this appeal to Ministers: I
ask them to explain in future, not neces-
sarily at length, the most essential features
of any proposed Jegislation.

On motion by Mr. Graham, debate ad-
Jjourned.

House adjourned at 10.37 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 pm., and read prayers.

BILL—PRICES CONTROL.
Standing Orders Suspension.

[COUNCIL.]

THE CHIEF BSECRETARY (Hon.
(H. 8. W. Puarker—DMetropolitan-Subur-
ban) [4.33]: I wove—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary te enable the Bill

to be passed through all its stages at the one
sitting.

HON, SIR CHARLES LATEAM (East)
[4.34]: I sincerely hope that the Chief
Secretary will give us sufficient fime to
examine this Bill thoroughly. T under-
stand that the Commonwealth Government
will not cease to contrel priees until some-
where towards the end of September.
Under those eircumstances, I would like
an assurance that we will have sufficient
time properly to examine the legislation
we shall be asked to pass.

THE CHIEF SEORETARY (Hon.
H. 5. W. Parker—Metropolitan-Suburban
—in reply [4.33]: I ean assure the hon,
member that there will be ample time teo
study the Bill and T sineerely trost there
will be no need te take advantage of this
motion.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Tentp Day.

Debate vesumed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[4.38]: I support the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply, but be-
fore proceedilg with a few remarks in
that eonnection, I would like to associate
myself with the congratnlations that have
been tendered to you, Mr. President, and
te the two members who have received
honours from the King. I welecome to this
Chamber the new members, all of whom
have made a very creditable showing. 1T
am sure that each will be a real asset to
the proceedings of this House.

Certainly I ecannot Ilet the oppor-
tunity pass to refer to our friend Mr.
C. B. Williamns, whom I am sure we
all miss a great deal. His departure
was almost like the passing of & tra-
dition, becanse he was in the ecategory
of the pioneers on the Goldfields, where he
had & lot of influenee and accomplished a
great deal for the miners. On many oceas-
ions in this House, he made most valuable
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contributions to debates, and his special-
ised knowledge relating to mining and
miners’ affairs was something from which
we all benefited. I trust that he will be
able to settle into the newglife he has
adopted; that his health will iMprove; and
that he will not suffer any adverse conge-
guences from heing defeated at the last
election.

I am very sorry that Sir Hal Colebatch
wns defeated. With the greatest respect
to his suceessor, and with no intention
whatsoever of saying anything that would
in any way convey the impression that Mr.
Hearn is unweleome, T ecannot for the tife
of me understand the electors failing to re-
turn a man of the calibre of Sir Hal, who
has accomplished so mueh for this State
and who, in spite of his advancing years,
was one of the most active and progressive
thinkers and speakers in this House. I
only hope that his aetivities and the pro-
gressive nature of some of the propositions
which he put forward here did not contri-
hute to his defeat,

Particularly am I interested in that por-
tion of the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech which
deals with the mining industry, It reads—

Beeause of rising costs, shortage of labour
and the static price of gold, the goldmining
industry is experiencing o difficult period.
Vigorous approaches to the Commonwealth
Government for general financial assistance to
the industry have so far heen unsuccesaful.
Assistance, however, has bcen promised for
marginal mines. The State Government s
examining every angle by which the indnsiry
may be helped. Exploratory operations, geo-
logical field work, and experimental research
are being maintained.

The PRESIDENT: I's the hon. member
reading from “Hansard”?

Hon. E. M, HEENAN: 1 have a copy
of His Exeellency’s Speech before me, Sir,
but for convenience was reading from
“Hansard.” 1 am sorry to have transgres-
sed, but have completed the quotation that
I desired to read. It is only tod true that
this great industry is passing through diffi-
eult times. Last year it showed signs of
reviving from the doldrums of the war years,
but the improvement has net been main-
tained. Towns such as Wiluna, Menzies,
Laverton and Agnew—ito mention ornly a
few—which until recent years were well
known mining centres, supporting popula-
tions of thousands, have now almost ceased
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to exist, It must be realised that in some
cases that was inevitable, from a mining
point of view, as the values in the mines
concerned either cut out or dwindled to a
point where goldmining was no longer an
economic proposition. On the other hand,
the decline in the industry is almest directly
attributable to the rise in costs as against
the anchanged price of gold.

It bas been estimated that in 1937 the
over-ull ¢ost of producing an ounce of gold
was £6.923 as compared with £8.888 today,
an increase of 28.3 per ecent. At the same
time, wages have gone up by 20 per cent.
and stores and materials by 42% per cent.,
while the price of gold has risen by only
2.7 per cent, In most other primary in-
dustries rising costs of production have been
offset either by incressed prices for the
commaodities or by bonuses. The mining
industry appears to be the solitary excep-
tion, To my mind the situation is alarming,
especinlly to Western Australia which, in
the past, has been so dependent on the min-
ing industry and for which that industry
has dope so much. Not only has gold to
the value of £300,000,000 been produced in
this State, but the industry has been directly
responsible for the opening up of fur dis-
tant areas and supporting therein prosper-
ous commanities that wonld not otherwise
have existed.

On more than one occasion the industry
has really been the salvation of this State.
It has done more to overcome the problem
of eentralisation, which in Western Australia
is still one of our greatest difficulties, than
hag any other industry. Its importance can
hardly be overstated nor can the responsi-
bility of Dboth Commonwealth and State
Governments to this industry during the
period of its gravest diffienlty. 1In the
present troubled state of world affairs, when
so many formerly accepted economic doe-
trines are being submitted to the acid test,
it would be unwise to be too positive about
the future of pold as a medium of world
exchange. At the same time, the continued
use of gold as a monetary basis and its
restoration to a sphere of responsibility in
world economic affairs, seem certain. The
world has not yet reached a stage where
managed currencies are the solution,

The weight of opinion seems to be that
we should revert to the long-established tra-
dition of gold as a backing for currency If
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that view is correct—and my reading has
eonvinced me that it is—we should do all in
eur power to increase gold production.
However, we cannot inerease or even main-
tain production of the metal, unless a higher
price is obtained for it. That is the prob-
lem gnd I hope the Government will do all
that lies in it; power to assist in arriving
at a solution, It is an easy way out just 1o
blame the Commonwealth Government, but
we must be honest and realise that Australia
is a member of the International Monetary
Fund, which ¢ontrols the situation, The
policy of that fund is directed mainly by
America, the country which at present ap-
pears to stand forth as the saviour of the
economic and sorial destiny of most coun-
tries in the world today.

M is easy fo see thai the matter of an
increased price for gold does not lie with
the Commonweaith (Government, though I
hope that Government will continue to use
ils influence to that emd. It is largely a
question of United States policy, but there
are alrewdy signs of a change in that policy,
and the forthcoming Presidential elections
will, I hope, prove to be the turning point.
1 have mentioned these malters because of
the erronconsty accepted view that the Com-
monwealth Government is directly respon-
gible for the parlous condition of the gold-
mining industry. That is a view that has
been sponsored, in some quoarters, for poli-
lical purposes.

1 desire noweto submit criticism of the
State Government for what it has failed to
do, in its own sphere of influence, for the
goldmining industry. I intend to deal with
that purtion of the industry known as
prospecting, one to assist whi-h the State
Government conld do a great deal by active
and liberal help. The prospector is an inte-
grul part of the mining industry. In spite
of ull the experts and geological surveys, he
will remain one of the key men, Without
him new finds will not be located and new
tracks will not be blazed. Surely it is self-
evident that the State Government should
interest itself in some scheme to make pros-
pecting more attractive. 1In the past this
was a career followed by men of adventur-
eus spirit, who have left their marks all
ever the goldfields of Western Australia.
Unfortunately the number of men now en-
goged in that industry has rearhed a low
level, and the State is the loser thereby.
This is s condition of affairs that should
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greatly concern the State Government, and
the answer to the problem lies largely within
its powers,

One of the suggestions I make is that the
prospectingfscheme introduced many years
ago should be improved and expanded. I
understand that in 1939 there were between
700 and 800 men working under the scheme,
whereas at the present time there are omly
43. Surely that is evidence that the scheme
is ont of date and no longer attractive. It
provides for an allowance of 30s. per week
at present and such a measure of assistance
iz hopelessly inadequate and gnite useless in
these times. The idea, surely, should be to
attract good men by allowing them some-
thing adequate in the hope that they will
make goed and, generally speaking, to en-
conrage the right elass of man to engage
in prospecting.

Hon, G. Bennetts: If a prospeetor or o
soldier is recelving s pension, he is de-
barred from that privilege.

Hon, E. M, HEENAN: That is s0. The
policy adopted in the past has been that
when a man was receiving assistance under
the prospecting scheme and reached the
age when he could apply for a pension, he
was put off the scheme,

Hon. G. Fraser: They applied the means
test to them, and yet they complain about
that test so muah.

Hon, G, Bennetts: And those affected
were the real original prospectors,

The PRESIDENT: Order !

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: A proposition has
been submitted by the W.A. Prospectors
Association, which is a very representative
body, but to ne avail. I therefore charge
the Government with being disinterested in
the future of the prospecting industry and
with being more concerned aboui passing
the buck to the Commonwealth with regard
to the price of gold. Another way by which
the prospectors could be assisted would be
the establishment of a treatment plant to
desl with sulphide ores, That is another
suggestion made by the prospectors’ associa-
tion, whith has been repeated from time to
time but still awaits fulfilment. In fairness
to the Government, I must add that I under
stand surveys bave been made and plans
and specifleations prepared, but time is
going on and the prospectors are hecoming
very impatient.
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Hon. G. Fraser: Did not the Minister for
Mines make them a lot of promises?

Hon. G. Bennetts: Yes, but he did not
carry them out.

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: The Minister
certainly made promises, but, in fairness to
him and his Government, I must admit there
are difficulties associated with the problem.

Hon. . Fraser: Let him make his ex-
cuses!

Hon. E, M. HEENAN: I understand
something is under way, but a long time has
elapsed and the matter is one of urgeney.
I suggest that something practieal be done
within the next 12 months. Whatever is
done should be on a comprehensive scale
that will attract men to the prospecting
industry, I am sure it wonld be a step in
the right direetion and would pay bandsome
dividends, The question of inereasing the
price of gold or paying a bonus on its pro-
duction is largely beyond the control of the
State Gtovernment but assistance to, and
encouragement of, prospectors is a sphere
in which it can acecomplish a lot—if it has
the interest and courage to do so.-

Mention has been made again by various
speakers of the price of water on the Gold-
fields and through the country areas gener-
ally. I do not want the oceasion to pass with-
out voicing my support of the claims that
have been made in favour of radiesl redue-
tion in priees, One of the greatest problems
of Australia today is centralisation and the
reluctanee of most people to live elsewhere
than in the cities. The answer to il is to
make life in the country districts and on the
Goldfields more attractive and fo extend to
people every encouragement to live there.
Water, especially on the Goldfields, consti-
tutes one of the most vital needs and plays
such & large part in the life and well-being
of the people. Surely it is unfair, there-
fore, that its cost in the outer distriets
should be so exeessive as compared with
what is charged in the ecity.

This is & problem that should be solved
not only in the interests of the people on
the Goldfields and elsewhere but of the
State generally, Too long there has been
the general point of view that all good
things and all the amenities that go to make
life so pleasant, are cenfred in the ecities,
That attitude cannoi be reconcited with our
desire and the urgent need to populate the
far distant portions of the State, In the
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pas; the fendency, as it were, has almost
amcunted to telling people on the Gold-
fielcs that they were foolish to live there;
that. they should live in Perth where water
supplies are so much cheaper and where it
is so much easier and less costly to have
gardens, beautiful parks, and so on, The
prevailing attitude, I suggest, will have lo
be radically revised hecause, as I have
already pointed out, centres like Wilana,
Agnew, Laverton and other such-like town-
ships, have almost disappeared from the
map. If the mining industry does not re-
vive, the people living in such places will
natorally come down to the city, and that
will tend to nceentuate a problem that has
become one of the greatest in Awustralia,

I propose now to say a few words on =
subjeet respecting which I hold strong
views, I refer to the francise of this House.
I vnderstand it is the policy of the Govern-
ment to extend the framchise. That polies
was ecnunciated at the last general elections,
and last session the Government made a
rather feeble effort to give effeet to it. As
a matter of fact, on that occasion we had
the remarkable demonstration of pledged
supporters of the Government—men whom
on¢ wonld imagine were pledged to support
the policy enunciated at the general elee-
tions—voling against a Bill that their own
Government submitted in this House with
the object of extending the franchise. T
understand a similar Bill will be submitted
this year and I hope it will be passed this
time.

In these days, it is hard to pick up z
paper or engage in conservation in a train
without the subject of Communism arising.
Wea hear people and read papers declaiming
against Communists and Communism; but
it frequently oceurs to me that some of us
do liftle about it.  Aeccording to books
written by eompetent authorities, the world
has many millions of years to go and our
way of life must be changing &ll the time,
as the world is given to change. There will
be no progress without changes being made.
If our democracy is to survive, we must re-
view it from time to time and improve and
modernise the instruments of demoeraey.

We know that we in this Chamber repre-
sent only abouf one-sixth of the adult elee-
tors. The franchise is restricted to one-
third of the adult population, but only about
60 per cent. of that one-third vote. That is
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ap unsatisfactory state of affairs, The net
result is that the public take little or no
notice of the doings of this Chamber, It is
rarely indeed that any person comes along to
listen to the debates, and it is now beeoming
very rare indeed to read in the daily Press
any reports of our doings. At times I have
found it impossible to leave Kalgoorlie to
attend sittinxs of the Chamber in Perth, and
I look vainly in both “The West Ans-
tralian” and the “Kalgoorlie Miner” for
any report of our proceedings. I do not
know whether the House is sitting, what
items are being dealt with or whether the
House has adjourned.

Hon. G. Fraser: Or collapsed!

Hon, E. M. HEENAN: It amounts to
this, that we are largely ignored and that
the people are not interested in whether we
function or exist at all, We must get the
people of Australia interested in our demo-
cratic institutions; we must make them feel
that those institutions are a real part of
themselves, and a2 move in that direction
might well be the enlargement of the fran-
chige for this Chamber 2o as to make it more
representative of the people,

There i« one other matter upon which I
desire to touch, I urge the Government to
wonsider some scheme whereby members of
Parliament living in far distant parts of
the State c¢an be granted passes for air
travel.
the members to whom I refer are greatly
inronvenienced and handicapped because of
their inability to travel by air without in-
curring expense which they are not in a
position to meet.  As you, Sir, know, there
will shortly be an important occasion at the
Leonora-Gwalia centre and people will be
flocking there from bundreds of miles dis-
tant. It is almost imperative that the mem-
bers for that distriet should be present, be-
cause many maltters will be brought to their
notiee and they will have the opportunity
to come in contact with people whom
otherwise it would be almost impossible for
them to meet. It will be practically im-
possible for members to go to the centre
and also attend the sittings of Parliament
unless they inenr the expense of air travel.

Again, next week we shall have the Kal-
roorlia Cup. That racing carnival is a
oreat occasion and people from all over the
Goldficlds attend it. Many conferences are

We have to move with the times and-
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held in Kalgoorlie at that time and the
people’s representatives should be there, One
can go to Kalgoorlie from Perth mm two
hours, and from Kalgoorlie to Leonora in
one hour; but to go from Kalgoorlie to
Leonora by frain involves a whole day’s
travel, and to travel from Kalgoorlie to
Perth by train invelves travelling all night
and half a day.

Hon. W. R. Hall: If you are lucky!
Hon. E. M. HEENAN: T hope the Minis-

ter will give consideration to this proposal.
Later on, when the provinces are enlarged
and the Murchison is added to the North-
East Provinee, I think we shal] have to ask
for a special aéroplane, That eonclades
my remarks on the debate, but I desire once
again fo convey to you, Mr, President, my
congratulations and the hope that during
this session you will be blessed with betler
health than you enjoyed last year,

THE HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTURE (Hon. G. B. Wood—East)
[511]: T endorse all the congratulatory re-
marks made by other members. I heartily
agree with all that they have said in this
conneetion, but I desire to make special re-
ference to Sir Hal Colebateh. 1 am fully
in accord with all that Mr. Heenan has
said about Sir Hal. I feel he will be «
great loss to the Parliament of Western
Australia.  Although on many oceasions T
was in disagreement with him, T feel we
had a friend in him so far as country mat-
ters are concerned. He had a thorough
understanding of our hig country prob-
lems and was vitally interested in our
primary industries.

Sinee I have been a member of this
Chamber—some 13 years—I do not think-
we hove previously had so few references
to agricultural matters as have been made
by members this session. I de not think
that indicates a Jack of interest in agrieul-
ture on their part and so T must eome to
the conclusion that members are quite
happy about what the Agricultural Depart-
ment is doing at present, Mr, Gray did
refer to the grading of wheat and I assore
him that, although no progress has been
made with that matter, it was diseussed by
the Agriculiural Council on two occasions
and will come up for consideration again.
Personally, I shall not voice an opinion on
it. I shall leave the matter to experts, but
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I suggest to Mr, Gray and. other gentle-
men who listen to Dr. Kent-Jones that
they should also consider the views of
other authorities.  There are conflicting
opinions on the subject of the grading of
wheat, and while I know that Dr. Kent-
Jones is convineing, I personally am net
altogether sure that he is gquite right.
During the course of his remarks, Sir
Charles Latham spoke about soil conserva-
tion. T assure him that the subject is re-
ceiving great attention. We have a Soil
Conservation Committee which is repre-
sentative of the farmers, road boards, pas-
toralists, Forests Department and others,
and which advises the experts, I was
happy to hear Sir Charles’s remarks about
the experts, as I cannot forget what he
said last session sbout some of them who
were out to do a good job. I appreciate his
kindly references to our experts whe are
dealing with s0il conservation. We have
a thoronghly competent officer in Mr. Bur-
vill, who has a terrific job to do.” The num-
ber of calls made on his time by farmers
who recognise his competency is surpris-
ing. He is ealled upon to advise them on
soil conservation, salt encrcachment—in-.
deed, on everything conneeted with the

soil. He is supported hy an efficien{ com-
mitiee, of which the echairman is Mr.
. Lundy.

Hon. R. M. Forrest: Is there any chance
of getting his services in the North?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, definitely. His
serviees will be made available there in
due course. Mr. Lundy, the chairman,
recently went to four of the other
States where he spent quite a lot of
time loeking into the matter of soil con-
servation. The only thing [ am sorry about
is that the Soil Conservation Committee was
not set up 20 vears ago. We have slipped
tremendounsly in Western Australia in this
regard, the same as the Eastern States have
done. It is only in the last few years that
the various State Governmenfs have awaic-
ened to the fact that we have deleriorated so
far regarding soil congervation. Mr, Davies
mentioned the rationing or control of bran
and pollard, This is an old question. I
know it has caused a lot of dissatisfaction
in various places. Many people think that
with control more bran and pollard will be
produeed. There is quite a bit in the sug-
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gestion made by Mr. Watson that by mixing
bran and pollard with other things, in the
preparation of various stoek foods, the sup-
Ply can be spread. But if we told that to
the poultry farmers, our lives would not
be worth living.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They can do all the
mixing themselves.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes. They are generally
of the opinion that too much bran and
pollard goes to the manufacturers.

Hoz. E. H, Gray: They have the machin-
ery, and can mix it themselves.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: They have not all pgot

the machinery. They are of the opin-
ion that they are forced toc buy these
manufactured mashes. I believe there

is o 1ot in that. The supply ecould be spread
if bran and pollard were mixed with zome-
thing else, such as erushed wheat. Bat it
is nol a matter I profess to be able to deter-
mine, We arc all anxions to relinquish con-
trol. T want to thank Mr. Daffen for his
rematks about wheat. The wheat position
today is in a state of uncertainty. T do
not suppose the marketing of wheat could
be more uncertain than it is at present.
The Commonwealth CGovernment has sub-
mitted proposals for the States to accept—
T shell refer to them as the Commonwealth
plan. That plan gives to the Commonwealth
Minister for Commerce and Agriculture the
sole right fo scll wheat oversea to anybody
he likes at what price he thinks fit. There
15 not the slightest argnment about that.

Hon. G. W. Miles: We should go to

- Russia if we are to adopt such schemes.

Tke HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes. People might
wonder why we have not accepted the

Commonwealth plan. That is one of
the reasons. Another is that the
stockfeeders—pigmen,  poultrymen  and

others who use wheat—can buy it at 6s.
3d. a bushel. While that might not be so
bad if it applied only to Western Aus-
tralian wheat and Western Australian pro-
ducers, it corld mean that at least 20,000,000
bushels of our wheat could go to the Fast-
ern States and be sold at 6s. 3d."a bushel
us against the present oversea price of about
17s.
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Hon. L. A, Logan: It did in 1945, when
they had a drought.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTUVRE: That is so. I do
not intend to go fully into the Com-

monwealth scheme, but those are two
of the salient features that prompted me
to advise the Government not to aceept
this plan. It is hard for me to understand
the mentality of the many farmers who want
it.

Hon. E. H, Gray: They know very well
that the State cannot have a wheat plan at
all.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: [ do not know any-
thing of the sort. They are prepared
to give to someone the privilege of
determining what shall be done with their
product. [ thought it was in the best in-
terests of evervome concerned to give the
growers—the owners of the wheat—an op-
portunity of gaving what they wanted. Hav-
ing vome to that devision, I found that the
other States had followed suit and were also
tn mive the wheatgrowers a chance to say
whether they would accept the Commonwealth
plan, or reject it. But I believe that in
Western Australia we have done hetter than
that, hecause we have offered an alternative
proposal. We will ask them whether they
would like a State scheme—a purely West-
crn Australian seheme-—under which to tun
their business. So, in the middle of Septem-
ber, they will have an opportunity of say-
ing which seheme they want.

There are many desirable features in the
Western Australian plan. The primary ob-
Jective is to create a marketing organisation
which will faithfully serve the Western Aus-
tralian growers by marketing their wheat to
the best advantage, withont any ministerial
interference, and establishing the principle
of a prower-control marketing organisation.
The State board will consist of four elected
srowers and one nominated by the Govern-
ment. The whole business, therefore, will
be in the hands of the owners of the wheat.
T fail to see that there can be any objection
to that. Tt will alsp preserve to growers
the democratic right of ownevship, and in
this respeet it overeomes the basie principle
of the Commonwealth seheme. As T said
before, the Commonwealth plan gives the
Minister practically total ownership of the
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wheat. Under the Commonwealth proposal
there would be an Australian wheat board,
which conld be overruled by the Minister.
If Mr. Gray can tell me that is right, I
shail be surprised,

Hon. A. L. Loton: The board has becn
overruled by the MMinister,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I know, Under the
propesal to which I have got the Gov-
ernment fo agree, the wheatgrowers of
Western Australia will have an oppor-
tunity of saying what they want.

Hon. G. Fraser: Did you attend the
Wheatgrowers’ Federation meeting at Can-
berra in July?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: No. 1 attended a
mecting of State and Federal Ministers for
Agrienlture.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Did¢ not the Whent-
growers' Federation suppert the Common-
wealth scheme?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes, and I make no
apology for opposing the Wheatgrowers'
Pederation. It supported the Common-
wealth plan in the hope that, with &
change of Government, i would achieve its
poliecy. The present Commeonwealth pro-
posals do not embrace the policy of the
Wheatgrowers' Federation which says, “If
we aceept this, we have a chanece of getting
a 100 per cent. perfect plan when there is
a change of Government.” It is remarkable
to think that the federation has at Tast
realised who its friends are—the Country
and Democratie Leagne. What I have said
is a statement of faet. I have it in a letter
from one of my “friends” in the country.
‘What the federation has expressed may be
a good hope, but it is based on dangerous
ground,

Hon. G. Fraser: Wag not this State re-
presented at that conference?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It was represented by
two delegates with four votes, but they
{did not vote because they considered
they were sent from Western Auwstralia to
represent the wheatgrowers of this State
who had given them certain instructions.
When they got fthere, they found the other
members of the Wheatgrowers’ Federation
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were departing entirely from their own
poliey and—I do not want to go into the
ramifieations of the 15-point plan—i take
off my hat to those two delegates for not
voting for it.

Hon, G. Fraser: Would you say that all
State Ministers agreed to recommend that
plan to their Governments?

The HONORARY MINISTER TFOR
AGRICULTURE: Definitely no. The
Ministers for Agriculture did not wunder-
take to recommend the proposals. They
said they would submit them to their re-
spective Governments,

Hon. G. Fraser: Then the assertions are
not true.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Whose?

Bon, G. Fraser: Those. of the wheat-
ZrOWETS,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not know where
that eame from, but 1t is definitely
not trae. At the ecouncil meeting we
were given a statement of what the proposals
were, and it said, “At the conclusion, the
State Ministers agreed to recommend their
proposals to their respective Governments.”
I said, “I do not agree with that, Mr. Pol-
lard. I will submit them.” T think another
Minister backed me up. Just because it is
written on a piece of paper that we said
we would recommend the plan, does not say
that we said we would, Nobody has recom-
mended it, I think, except the Tasmanian
Minister. From memory, he is the only one
who said he would recommend it to the Gov-
ernment. Naturally he would, becanse all he
was concerned with was cheap wheat at the
expense of the growers of Australia. I do
not know that I want (o take up the fime of
the House in dealing with the merits of the
State plan, but I want fo say this, that when
the poll is taken, every whealgrower in
Western Ausiralia will have a copy of the
case which has been prepared hy me in
favour of the Western Australian plan and
a copy of the case prepared by someone—
I do not know who—in favour of the Com-
monwealth plan. It is rather strange that
although T have made efforts to get some-
one to prepare the case for the Common-
weglth seheme, 1 have not been snceessful
so far.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Have you
" asked the Federal Minister? -
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The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Yes. I asked bhim a
week ago, I sent him a telegram and
he has not replied. I asked Mr. Wise
if he would do it, and he declined. I
do not blame him, if he does not want to.

Hon. A. L. Loton: You had better ask the
“"Wheatgrower.”

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It is pretty rough
to have fo call on a paper likd that
—I suppose it can be called a paper
—to do anything. I also asked the executive
of the Farmers’ Union to do it, but it
would not.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: The members
of that executive are probably all in favour
of ik.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: 1 made this sugges
tion: “Pick threc or four of your mem-
bers who are kmown to be in favour of
the Commonwealth scheme and get them to
prepare the case” T have done everything
possible to have the Commonwealth case
prepared and sent to the wheatgrowers.

Hon, A. L Loton: Will the “Wheat-
grower” newspaper publish the case for the
State scheme?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not know what
it will do except abuse Mr. Jones,
Mr. Teasdale and me. The farmers of West-
ern Australia will be told, as truly as
possible, the merits of the State plan and of
the Commonwealth plan, and it will be for
them to decide what they want. I think that
is the right attitnde. I want fo make some
mention of milk. The Government—and
particularly myself—has been freely eriti-
eised in regard to the fecent milk strike.

Hon. G. Fraser. And quite rightly too.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I was hoping that
Mr, Fraser would have something to-say
about it in the House.

Hon, G. Frasﬂer: I might, yet.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The hon. member has
not spoken so far. I have here a
paper ealled the “News Review.” I do
not know the printer and I have no idea
whose paper it is. It may be that of the
Liberal Party. I know it has nothing to do



500

with the Country and Democratic League.
It is not a bit partienlar as to what it says
from the standpoint of the truth of its
statements.

Hon. G. Fraser: All the Liberals are the
same.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I am going to read
this because it is very important. There
has heen a certain amount of eriti-
cism and misrepresentation in regard to
the milk strike, and I intend to take
this opportunity to read a eolumn, which
has been devoted to me. I feel hongured
about that. Tt reads—

From a general public point of view it was
most misleading for the Honorary Minister for
Agriculture (Mr, Garnet Wood) {6 make a
Press statement some days before the strike
eventuated to the effect that the Government
had adequate plans in train to handle the
situation if a strike resulted and that imme-
diate steps would be taken to implement the
plang if a strike was held.

It was quite obvious when the strike did
eventuate that the Government had no adequate
plans at all. Tn fact this was clearly indi-
cated by the Premier, Mr, Rosy McLarty, who
during the eourse of the strike, stated that it
was not a matter for the Government at all,
but one for the Milk Board to handle as the
properly constituted authority.

This paper has definitely confused two dif-
ferent issues. I made & statement only
in regard to the supply of milk, and the
Premier made a statement that he would
not interfere with a properly constituted
board. I felt it my duty to see that the
people, as far as possible, received their
milk. This artiele continues—

Obviously the two statements were eonflict-
ing and showed g5 laeck of co-operation and
such a position should not have been allowed
to oceur, because by his statement the Minister
brought wnnecessary censure upon the Govern-
ment,

Similarly, the statement by Mr, W, E. Stan-
nard, Chairman of the Board, that milk would
be available in retail shops for the genmeral
public on the day after the strike was declared
also proved inaceurate. Mothers with families
were deprived of milk for at least one or two
days. The board is a responsible Government
authority and its statements should be sound
and eorrect, because they automatically reflect
on the Government.

The strike was a further indication of the
absolute need for the Government to adopt
a firm and strong poliey generally in regdrd
to its handling of State affairs, Only by such
a policy and by being prepared for eventuali-

[COUNCIL.]

ties of this nature ean it hope to go frem
strength to strength, and maintain ita position
for the future, as is desired by its keen aup-
porters.

Plans were mnde, to ensure that the publie
received its milk, before I left for the
Eastern States.

Hon. L. A. Logan: Someone accused you
of running away.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: 1 called two conferences
—one with ‘the Milk Board, and one
with the Farmers’ Union—and the union
assured me that the farmers would
milk the ecows and the milk would be
brought to the city. I also eontacted one
of the big firms which deals in wholesale
milk and which eontrols 500 milk shops in
the metropolitan area. I received an as-
surance from the producer-retailers Cthat
they would produce the milk and deliver
it. There are 30 of them in the wmetro-
politan area. Any person with any brains
at all knows that 1t is not possible to
hoard a quaniity of milk in order to be
ready for any eventuality., Milk can only
be depended npon from day to day. I will
admit that the scheme did partiaily fall
down, but it was through no fault of mine.
For anybody to say that no plans were
made is roisstating the truth, because plans
wetre made.

Hon. (. Fraser: What is the use of mak-
ing plans if you do not carry them out?

The HONORARY MINISTER ¥FOR
AGRICULTURE: That is the silliest

remark T have ever heard the hon. member

make. I had no idesn of the “hasher
gang” methodi that would be employed
to stop the delivery of milk, One of

my plans was to co-opt practically every
milk shop in the metropolitan area and
make them temporary milk depots, but
when the chairman of the Milk Board, Mr.
Stannard, told me that there were 1,000
milk shops in this State who were prac-
tically all under the eontrol of one firm,
I thought everything would be all right.
I knew the depots were being coerced, but
T did not know that physical force would
be used to prevent them from delivering
milk. Even my eolleague, the Minister
for Police, went out to one depot to see
what was going on. I had the Police De-
partment in rdadiness and had arranged
for transport to have an open go and all
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these preparations had been made before
I left for the East.

While T was in the Eastern States I kept
in touch with Mr. Stannard and when he
told me that this large retail firm had
““turned dog’’ on us, it was a great shock.
But has there ever been snch a short-lived
strike before? I was away for two days
and I took the night plane from Sydney
to return to Perth, That was a big effort for
me becanse I am such a bad traveller in the
air, When Mr. Stannard met me at the
airport and told me that milk was to be
delivered the next morning at 34d. per pint
more, I knew everything was over. The
sirike only lasted for two days, although
on the first day milk was delivered to some
people, and for any person to say fthat
there were no preparations or no plans,
does not make sense.

The Chief Secretary: They started de-
liveries on the first day of the strike.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: Methods were used io
prevent the delivery of milk by people
who should have known better. A lot
of the people who took part in these
attacks, deserve the greatest censure. I went
away with the full realisation that every-
thing was in readiness for the delivery of
milk, and when members recall that there
are 1,000 milk shops in the city, I
think there would be every reason for fhem
to think as I did. I had made arrangements
for adequate police protection, but I do not
think anybody dreamt that things would
turn out as they did.

Hon. G. Fraser: Organisers have to an-
ticipate a lot of things.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: This statement was also
made—

Recently we had a strike by milk retailers.
There was to be some strong, sérious and
resolute action taken in that ease.

That was up to me, 1 suppose. The stale-

ment continnes:—

An assurance was given by the Honorary
Minister for Agriculture that preparations bad
been made and everything was in readiness to
institute an emergency supply of milk, There
was the threat of strike, and the day before
it oceurred, or thereabouts, the Minister hopped
on a plane and disappearedcover East. So
much for him,
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The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: The member for East
Perth made that statement and I consider it
rotten of him to do so.

Hon. A, Thomson: What would you ex-
pect from him?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: It was a rotten state-
ment and those arve the strongest words
I woad be permitted to use in this
Chamber. 1t wag the greatest worry io me
that 1 had lo leave the State to attend” a
wheat conference in the Eastern States, Yet
the mamber for East Perth comes out with
that sort of statement! I do not want to
weary the House, but I repeat that every-
thing possible wag done before I left. Milk
eannot be hoarded like coal or wheat or com-
modlities of that sort, and the strike must
commaence before machinery to combat it
ean he put into operation,

Hon, G. W, Miles: The board did a good
job.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: In spite of everything,
I think the people did not do too
badly, because I know that the milkman
turned up at the house where I was staying
and asked me if I wanted any milk at 5d.
per pint. I told him I would only pay 4led,
per pint and he agreed to deliver the milk

at that figure, That is how the strike finally

broke up. The Government took a
strong stand and I believe that if the Gov-
ernment had agreed to grant an extra A4d.
per pint when the strike began, it would
bave been over in two minutes. In that case
the public would have been called upon to
pay the inereased cost and I think every
political pacty should be behind the Govern-
ment in the stand it took.

The price of milk in Perth is as high as
in any of the other Stateg of the Common-
wealth, but in Sydney if a person takes a
larger gquantity of milk he gets it at a
cheaper rate, and that is the only difference,
Some retail firms are not making as much
as they should because of bad mangement,
and I do not care who hears me make that
statement, I asked my secretary to ring
up one street in Mt. Lawley—=Storthes
street. For the first nine people he rang
in that short street, there were five different

Hon. A. L. Loton: Who made that state- \milk suppliers, and yet milk retailers want

ment?

the general public to pay for that type of
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service. In Sydney such a street would
have only one or two milkmen because they
have there a voluntary zoning system.

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: You would
have to standardise the milk and have it of
goud guality,

Thoe HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: 1 know what would
be suid in Perth if such a system
were introduced. People would say that it
is different here hecause there is a certan
standardisation, but I would like to tell the
Housp that milk comes very often out of
the samne tanks and goes to different depots,

Hon. 13, H. Gray: That is bad manage-
ment,

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: 1 would have ex-
pectedl  that the party of which Mr.

Giray is a member, would have supported
the (lovernment wholeheartedly in such a
project. During the strike the Government
was ot to protect the public.  Milk gen-
erally, is standardised.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: No, it is not.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURHK: There are about four
or five milk depots in Perth and most
of the milk for the metropolitan area
is delivered to these depots and is thus
more or less standardised. In Sydney it
goes into two depots and is distributed out,
but to a far greater extent than a com-
modity such as bread. I daresay one depot
would have better milk than another, but
it all comes from the eountry,

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: No, it does not.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: A quantity of milk
would come from the metropolitan area,
but, generally speaking most of it i
from the South-West. Two thousand gal-
lons of milk comes from this area in one
tanker alone and 1,500 in another tanker
and so on, and thus it is more or less stan-
dardised.

Hon, 8ir Charles Latham: Do you not
think that some of the cream is taken out of
it? Do you not think it is brought down
to the standard set by the Department of
Public Health?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: I do not.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, Sir Charles Latham: I think it is.

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTCRE: Some of the milk i
mixed up and it must be more or
less simitar, In Sydney I found, as 1
said, a zoning system for the delivery of
milk and probably only one retailer is al-
lowed in each block, People van complain
to the Milk Board and in that ease another
milkman is allotted that area although I was
informed that there were very few com-
plaints. I consider that something like that
will bave to be done in Perth; whether it
should be voluntary or compulsery I do not
know, In Sydney it is voluntary bui dur-
ing the war it was compulsory and the milk-
men found it to be such a good system that
they have since carried it on volunfarily,
As far as I am concerned I will never agree
to a rise in the price of milk while 1
honestly helieve that such overlapping ot
deliveries ‘is taking place.

A npumber of agricultural Bills will be
brought down in due course. I do not wish
to deal with them at this stage beyond say-
ing that they are designed for the better-
ment and improvement of the agriemltural
industry, and I trust they will receive the
favourable contideration that I believe they
deserve.

Hon, J. G. Hislop: Do you intend to
introduce a milk Bill during this session for
the purpose of altering the constitution of
the board?

The HONORARY MINISTER FOR
AGRICULTURE: 1 hope so. 1 support
the motion.

On motion by Hon. W, R. Hall, debate
adjourned,

House adjourned at 5.46 p.m,




